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b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 49, 

I was away from the Capitol. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY 
OF REPRESENTATIVE JOHN P. 
MURTHA OF PENNSYLVANIA 

(Mr. KANJORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KANJORSKI. As most Members 
of this Chamber know, we recently lost 
a dear friend and colleague. Congress-
man Jack Murtha passed away on Feb-
ruary 8 after complications from gall-
bladder surgery. 

Jack recently became the longest- 
serving Member of Congress from 
Pennsylvania ever. Jack was dedicated 
to his country, our military troops, and 
the people of Pennsylvania that he rep-
resented for 36 years. He will be greatly 
missed by our delegation, our State, 
and the entire Nation. 

On Wednesday, there will be a Spe-
cial Order following votes in memory 
of Jack Murtha. Anyone wishing to 
speak may contact my office for that 
privilege. 

In closing, I respectfully request a 
moment of silence in memory of our 
dear friend, Jack Murtha. 

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PITTS). 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I first 
got to know Jack as a freshman legis-
lator in the Pennsylvania House of 
1973–1974, where he and I served to-
gether until he was elected to Congress 
in 1974. We were both Vietnam vet-
erans—the only two in the State house, 
so we had something in common with 
that that we chatted about. 

Jack served his community in west-
ern Pennsylvania as both the State and 

Federal Representative for nearly four 
decades, and he will be missed by his 
hometown of Johnstown and residents 
of the 12th Congressional District. 

He served his country as a Marine 
drill instructor. As an officer, he re-
mained in the Reserves after leaving 
full-time service in 1955. He volun-
teered to return to full-time service in 
1967, and he served honorably in Viet-
nam, earning a Bronze Star with Valor 
and two Purple Hearts. 

Even after being elected to the House 
in Congress, Representative Murtha 
continued his service in the Reserves, 
finally retiring as a colonel in 1990. 
Just a few weeks ago, he became the 
longest-serving Pennsylvania Member 
of the House of Representatives. 

He will be dearly missed by his wife 
of 55 years and his children and grand-
children that he leaves behind. I join 
with my colleagues in the Pennsyl-
vania delegation to extend our condo-
lences to his family and friends. 

Tonight, we honor his service. 
The SPEAKER. Will all Members 

please rise for a moment of silence. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5- 
minute voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 

f 

W.D. FARR POST OFFICE BUILDING 

The SPEAKER. The unfinished busi-
ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
4238, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 

MARKEY of Colorado). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4238. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 331, nays 0, 
not voting 101, as follows: 

[Roll No. 50] 

YEAS—331 

Abercrombie 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
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Brady (TX) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
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Crenshaw 
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Cummings 
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DeLauro 
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 50, 

I was away from the Capitol. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably absent from the House Chamber 
today. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 49 and 50. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE JOHN P. MURTHA, A 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYL-
VANIA 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1084 

Resolved, That the House has heard with 
profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able John P. Murtha, a Representative from 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate 
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit 
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns 
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker 
and colleagues, it is with great sadness 
as well as a great deal of honor that I 
rise this evening to commemorate and 
to celebrate the life of our friend and 
colleague, Congressman John Murtha 
of Pennsylvania’s 12th District. 

As we mourn the loss of Jack Murtha 
and remember his life, I pass along my 
thoughts and prayers to his family and 
friends. Just days before his passing, 
Jack became the longest serving Mem-

ber of Congress ever from Pennsyl-
vania. 

I am privileged to have had the op-
portunity to work closely with Jack 
during our time together in Congress, 
and I am honored to have called him 
my friend. I thought the other day, 
upon returning from Pittsburgh and 
the funeral in Johnstown, that Jack 
and I had spent more than 5,000 days 
together, and more than 2 or 3 hours 
each day, during our service in Con-
gress together. That is probably longer 
than most husbands and wives spend 
together. And maybe that accounts for 
the fact that I feel such a loss. 

I looked up to Jack for his dedication 
to our country and our military troops, 
his strength to work in a bipartisan 
way, and his passion for his work and 
the Pennsylvanians he represented. 
Throughout his career in public serv-
ice, Jack has been a symbol of the 
hardworking Pennsylvanians through-
out the Commonwealth. 

Jack dedicated his life to serving our 
country both in the military, in the 
halls of Congress, and the State legisla-
ture of Pennsylvania. A former Marine, 
he became the first Vietnam combat 
veteran elected to the United States 
Congress. 

When he arrived here in 1974, he 
quickly attracted the attention of then 
majority leader and future Speaker Tip 
O’Neill, who became Jack’s mentor. 
Tip taught him that all politics is 
local, which enabled him to become an 
effective advocate for his own congres-
sional district and for initiatives 
throughout our State. 

Jack’s contributions to Pennsylvania 
are endless. When Pennsylvania’s Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, 
CHIP, was slated to be eliminated by 
Federal regulations, Jack convinced 
the Clinton administration to be more 
flexible, and ultimately saved the pro-
gram. When our steel industry was in 
crisis, he convinced the Reagan admin-
istration to impose higher tariffs on 
foreign steel, giving domestic pro-
ducers an edge. 

When the Philadelphia Shipyard was 
threatened with closure, he secured 
funding to keep ship production going. 
When the United States Army was 
forming the Stryker Brigades, Jack 
helped convince Army leaders to field 
one within the Pennsylvania National 
Guard, creating the first and only bri-
gade of its kind in the reserve compo-
nent. When the National Park Service 
wanted to construct a new museum and 
visitors center at Gettysburg, he se-
cured funding to make the project pos-
sible. 

When a decades-long mine fire 
threatened the residents of Centralia, 
Pennsylvania, Jack worked to secure 
funding to buy the town and relocate 
the residents. When the health care 
benefits of retired miners were in trou-
ble, he twice secured funding to help 
save their benefits from termination. 

When Flight 93 crashed in 
Stonycreek Township, Pennsylvania, 
Jack was there the next day to survey 
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